
heir traditional architecture, hard
wooden planks and iron poles would
otherwise make these structures a win-
dow to the erstwhile British period. But
in stark contrast, it’s yet another tale of
heritage monuments lying in a
shambles.

75-YEAR-OLD BRIDGES AT CHENDAMANGALAM, NORTH PARAVUR TO BE RENOVATED 

project but deferred the decision in
view of its time-bound commissioning.

“Earlier, we had entrusted a consult-
ant to collect details about these struc-
tures prior to renovating them. But the
proposal had to be postponed eventu-
ally as the priority was on completing
the museums,” the MLA added.

 The over 75-year-old structures, one
located at Chendamangalam and an-
other at North Paravur, lost their im-
portance during the
post-Independence era with the com-
missioning of new parallel bridges. 

Today, plants have grown from
cracks in different spots along these

bridges and the strength is weakening. 
According to C.K. Gangadharan, a lo-

cal historian from north Paravur, the
bridge at Chendamangalam was built
in the year 1938 and marked the bound-
ary between the states of Travancore
and Kochi. “The other bridge at Para-
vur must have come up some 10 to 15
years before, which provided connec-
tivity to the northern most points of
Travancore such as Chittattukara and
Moothakunnam,” he said.

Transport buses from Ernakulam
used to carry out services through the
bridges for long though elephants were
not allowed to enter them. 

Where you can trace the footsteps of history 

And after decades of neglect, the two
wooden bridges across the Paravur Riv-
er, an offshoot of Periyar, are finally
being brought back to life. The author-
ities are now planning to renovate
these heritage structures by including
them under the second phase of the
Muziris heritage project.

“We are including them in the next
phase of the project as these bridges, in
their heydays, were crucial in connect-
ing the place with other areas, especial-
ly during the pre-Independence
period,” said V.D. Satheesan, MLA.
Earlier, the authorities were planning
to include them in the first phase of the
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The wooden bridge at North Paravur, a 75-year-old-structure that provided connectivity to the northern most points of Travancore. 
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THESE BRIDGES WERE CRUCIAL IN
CONNECTING THE PLACE WITH
OTHER AREAS, ESPECIALLY DURING
THE PRE-INDEPENDENCE PERIOD.

MUZIRIS HERITAGE 


