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Need for upscaling Pattanam excavation: K.N. Panikkar

The historian K.N. Panikkar has said that the ongoing archaeological excavation by the
Kerala Council for Historical Research (KCHR) at Pattanam in Ernakulam district needs to
be upscaled in view of its historical importance not only to Kerala or India, but to the
world maritime trade as well.

Dr. Panikkar, who visited the excavation site on Monday, told The Hindu that the material
unearthed so far, since the dig began in 2007, underscored the need for a much larger and
extensive excavation. (Pattanam is believed to have been part of Muziris, the ancient port
near Kodungalloor that is said to have been washed out of existence by a huge flood in the
Periyar in the 14 {+t} {+h} century; the exact location of the port is yet to be determined).
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He said that judging by the volume of evidence that emerged from the digs at Pattanam, it
could be surmised that there was flourishing trade between India and Rome during first
century B.C. to third century AD and that Pattanam was an important Indo-Roman site.
There was plenty of literary evidence about the Indo-Roman trade. The digs had turned up
archaeological evidence to back it up.

The Pattanam finds also pointed to trade with Mesopotamia and other West Asian regions.
If scientifically proven, this could be a breakthrough in historical knowledge.

In view of these possibilities, Dr. Panikkar said, an excavation much larger in scope and
breadth needed to be undertaken. This would need funding support from the Central
government and other agencies. The KCHR currently had academic collaboration with
several universities and research institutions, he said.

He said that as part of the Muziris Heritage Project of the State government, an on-site
museum would be built at Pattanam. It would showcase many finds that emerged from
the excavation. Dr. Panikkar was happy that the local people were now convinced of the

importance of the excavation and were cooperating with the researchers.


