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The United Nation Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organization in 
collaboration with Muziris Cultural 
Organization has organized a Dialogue on 
the importance of Spice Route on 4th March 
2011 at Maurya Sheraton and invited Dr. 
Karim Najafi, the Cultural Counsellor of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran to express his valuable 
views on the above mentioned topic.

This dialogue was initiated in the view of a 2 day International Seminar which the Office of the 
Cultural Counsellor, Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, New Delhi has organized on the 

importance of the Silk Route in National Museum in the month of February, 2011.

Dr. T.M. Thomas Isaac the Minister for Finance, Government of Kerala welcome Dr. Najafi with 
other dignitaries.

The organizer appreciated the views of Dr. Najafi which he highlighted the role of cultural aspects 
in this.

Speakers at the programme lauded the joint initiative of UNESCO and Kerala.



They highlighted the Kerala maritime trade relations with Iran, Afghanistan, Burma, China, 
Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece and other countries.

About Iran they said that Iran is the home of the ancient city of Susa with its port  located at 
Charax Spasinou and had played a vital role in the spice trade especially during the Sassanid 
period.

Dr. T.M. Thomas, Kerala’s Finance Minister explained the State role in the project and said that 
the Muzuris, the treasure chest of Spices, could be an informative project for non-formal education 
of school student.

At the end, the organizer thanks Dr. Najafi and the envoys from Netherlands with a hope that this 
will help in launching an initiative and bringing to the knowledge of world the vibrant cultural 
syntheses.
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